
United Church of Christ in Simi Valley 

Prelude – Joan Thompson 



Opening Hymn 

“How Sacred is 
This Place,”  

 

Burgundy 
Songbook 47 



Words of 

Welcome 

Rev. Stacy L. Thomas 



Centering Ourselves in the Presence of God  

Allow the Sounds of nature from our  

Rain Stick to calm and center you. 

 

 

 

Focus on the Presence of God in this 
place 

 



Call to Worship 

Led by Carla Ritter, Liturgist 

 Leader:  Jesus, our Teacher, your 
teachings surprise us! 
 
People:   It is not the wisdom of the world, 
but the wisdom of God! 
  
Leader:  You move us with sorrow for the 
sorrow of the world 
  
People:  And strengthen us through our 
tears. 
  



Call to Worship 

Leader:  You offer us humility to admit 
our failures 

  

People:  And plant seeds of hope in the 
ashes. 

  

Leader:  You make us hungry for justice 

  

People:  And give us food that lasts. 

  

 



Call to Worship 

 Leader:  You invite us to practice what 
we preach 

 

 People:  And offer joy in that challenge. 

  

  Leader:  You support us in standing firm 
for the truth, even when it costs 

  

 People:  And promise the truth will make 
us free. 

 



Lighting the Peace Candle 

Dona nobis pacem, pacem, 
dona nobis pacem, 

 

Dona nobis pacem, dona 
nobis pacem, 

 

Dona nobis pacem, dona 
nobis pacem. 

 

 

“Dona Nobis Pace” (“Grant Us Peace”) 



Lighting the Peace Candle 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Alleluia, 

 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

One: The Peace of God be with you 
 All:  And also with you. 



BAPTISM OF KAITLIN WELKER 

Invitation and Welcome Address 



BAPTISM OF KAITLIN WELKER 

This is the water of baptism. 

Out of this water, we rise with new life, 

One in Christ,  

 United in love, hope, and mercy. 

 



BAPTISM OF KAITLIN WELKER 

Questions of the Candidate 

Questions of the Family 

Congregational Promises 



BAPTISM OF KAITLIN WELKER 

Covenant Statement (1994) 

We covenant to worship God; to live the 
good news of God’s love as revealed in 

the life and teachings of Jesus; 



BAPTISM OF KAITLIN WELKER 

To gather in faithful community to seek 
righteousness, justice, and peace; 

and to render loving service  

to all of God’s creation. 



BAPTISM OF KAITLIN WELKER 

Prayer of Baptism 

Act of Baptism 

Prayer for Kaitlin  



BAPTISM OF KAITLIN WELKER 

 “Child of Blessing, Child of Promise,” 

 New Century Hymnal #325 



Children’s Time 

The Spirit in me  

greets the Spirit 

 in you,  

Alleluia. 

 

 

Following the Children’s 
Message, all sing 
through  

Children and youth are dismissed to their classes 

God is in us  
and we are in God, 

Alleluia. 



A Time of Prayer 

Lighting of Prayer Candles  

Instrumental Music 

Joan Thompson 

 

Moments of Gratitude 

Congregational Response:  

 Thank you, God! 

 

Moments of Concern & Need 

Congregational Response: 

 God, hear our prayer. 

 



The Reading 
The Gospel of Jesus Christ According to Matthew, Chapter 5, Verses 1-12 



The Reading 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up 

on the mountainside, and after he sat 

down and the disciples had gathered 

around, 

 Jesus began to teach them: 

 

 

 

“Blessed are those who are poor in spirit: 

for the kin-dom of heaven is theirs. 

 



The Reading 

Blessed are those who are mourning: for 
they will be consoled. 

 

Blessed are those who are gentle: for they 
will inherit the land. 

 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
justice: for they will have their fill. 

 

Blessed are those who show mercy to 
others: for they will be shown mercy. 

 



The Reading 



The Reading 

Blessed are those whose hearts are clean: 
for they will see God. 

 

 

Blessed are those who work for peace:  

 for they will be called children of God. 

 

 

Blessed are those who are persecuted 
because of their struggle for justice: 

for the kin-dom of heaven is theirs. 

 



The Reading 

“You are fortunate when others insult you 

and persecute you, and utter every kind of 

slander against you because of me.  

 

 

 Be glad and rejoice, for your reward in 

heaven is great; they persecuted the 

prophets before you in the very same 
way.” 

  

 



Prayer of Illumination  

 

 

Led by Carla Ritter Liturgist 

Gracious God, 
Your blessings are abundant, 

 and your wisdom exceeds our 
grasp. 

 
 

 Fill us with your Spirit as we 
hear your word this day, 



Prayer of Illumination  

 

 

 That we may be justice- seekers 
and peacemakers, 

sharing your life among those who 
are forgotten, weak,  

or persecuted, 
 and revealing to all your glory. 

Amen.  

Adapted from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year A, Volume 1 



The Message 

Rev. Stacy L. Thomas 



Hope Shall Bloom 

February:  
 

 People Pillowcases 
 
 
 

  Joan Thompson 



Invitation to The Giving of Our Tithes 
and Offerings  

God has led us to this place to heal and 

inspire us, to redirect us, gently, 

until we see the world as God does and 

love it with God’s love. 

 

With our gifts, we affirm that God’s 

generosity can make us all into a new 
creation by the way we give of ourselves.   

 

Led by Carla Ritter, Liturgist 

from “Teaching Wisdom: Service Prayers for the Fourth Sunday after 
Epiphany,” by Rev. Susan A. Blain, Worship Ways, ucc.org) 



The Giving of  

Our Tithes and 

Offerings  

Musical Offertory by Joan Thompson 



Dedication of Our Tithes and Offerings 

Jesus, our Teacher and Liberator, went to 

the top of a mountain, 

 and taught a sacred word about the 

meek and the grief stricken, 

 about the lost and the lonely. 

  

Led by Carla Ritter, Liturgist 



Dedication of Our Tithes and Offerings 

May the Spirit of Liberation and Hope come 

to this place now, and by these gifts  

help us to see the world not as it is, 

 but as it could be, that we may become 

good news to all. 

Amen! 

 

Adapted from “Teaching Wisdom: Service Prayers for the Fourth Sunday after Epiphany,” by Rev. Susan 
A. Blain, Worship Ways, ucc.org) 



Communion 

The Invitation to the Table 

“Come, O People of God,” 
 

 Burgundy Songbook 10 



Communion 

God be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us lift up our hearts in courage for 
strength and solidarity. 

We lift our hearts up to God. 

Let us give thanks to God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 The Great Encounter 



Communion 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 sung responsively, 

 led by Diane Birchman 

 The Great Encounter 



Communion 

The Words of Institution 



Communion 

The Sharing of the Bread and the Cup 

 We serve both wine and 
grape juice.  Our bread is 

gluten-free. 



Communion  

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

Gracious God, you have bound us together 

in community, which we have celebrated at 

your holy table. 

  

 Help us, in the midst of our struggles for 

justice and truth, to confront one another 

without bitterness or hatred.  

  



Communion 

Empower us to stand together, to walk 

together, and to work together with mutual 

forbearance and respect.  

 Teach us to abide in your love.  Amen.   

 

(from Shaping Sanctuary: Proclaiming God’s Grace in an Inclusive Church, ed. By Kelly Turney) 



Announcements 



Closing Hymn 

“Guide My 

Feet,” 

 

 New Century 

Hymnal 

 #497 



Benediction 

Rev. Stacy L. Thomas 



Closing Circle 

 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 

 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

  

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, 

    Let it shine, Let it shine, Let it shine, 

 Oh, let it shine. 

 




